Fellow Apprentices. Recently, as so often happens to me, | found something
unexpected while perusing old periodicals at the Mariners Museum library.

| found the following in the September, 1944 issue of the Shipyard Bulletin.

Thisisascan of a Xerox copy of the
publication's repro, so itsnot al that
clear. But it pretty much provesthat ‘the
apprentice experience' started in 1890.
The person that signed it was Sommers
N. Smith (namesake of the shipyard'sill-
fated Hull #17 - apilot boat - which
dlipped off her launching cradle and
capsized on launch in 1896).
Fortunately, and because of her small
size (118 feet long & only 311 tons
displacement), she was righted,
completed and served until scrapped in
1937.

Turning back to Apprentice #1 - that
Issue aso indicated that a small
celebration was held to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of Norwood Jones
apprenticeship competion. Of equal
interest was a picture of himina
Hampton, Virginia Fire Department

A Historical Document

Bliaguiey Wewn Bhiphubling sl Doy Duii Cg,

- A=l i, pe

Te Timm 1i Msy famerm |-

TiE is Vi serfify B @ s warwe, Be, Bpewasd fmmma,
e s rwee AR A reRs e galip wf Teae peamm im sk it ir gREE
uf tha Newpeny By Blpinlldiee & Py Bosl 0, mirinp mh s
iy e Peand bk e pilawr el w8 TE DD 8 ~wit i gy, "BA Wy
LELT S B o T I T Bl

Faar LELTY ]
b o e I
- ENE & f DTS

Han") Espa

Pictured above Is n significant historical docu.
mant—the first certificate atiesting the comple-
tiom fifty years ago, in 180, of his apprentice
training as & machinist by Norwood Jones. This
certiflicate shows that from the start the of ficinls
of our Yard recognized the value of an effective
approntice training program as a means of supply-
ing the need for skilled mechanics, The appren-
tee training program has been accorded increas
ing recognition, and through the vears since the
first cortificate was swarded 1.482 vouing men
have recelved their cortificntes,

uniform and some scantly info referring to him as that department's chief engineer
(apparently, he left the shipyard at some point and served as apaid fireman
nearby). Alas, no other info was provided...

But | just found areference to him (in alist of HFD retirees on their website) as Norwood

" Casey" Jones, Chief Engineer. | have dispatched an inquiry to the assistant to the fire chief
in Hampton, seeking any further info that they may have about 'our’ illustrous Mr. Jones.
Hopefully, at some point, | can provide you 'the rest of his story'.

Bill Lee



